Abstract. Benedix & Howard (1991, Evolution, 45, 1751-1759 reported evidence of displacement in Allonemobius fasciatus (Orthoptera: Gryllidae) calling song in areas of overlap between A. fasciatus and A. socius. As part of an effort to determine whether this pattern could be accounted for by reinforcement, female phonotaxis was studied in both species. Females of both species were attracted to male songs, but were relatively insensitive to interspecific differences in songs. Thus, female preference does not appear likely to account for calling song divergence between A. fasciatus and A. socius.
Reproductive character displacement describes a pattern of greater divergence of an isolating trait in areas of sympatry between closely related taxa than in areas of allopatry (Howard 1993) . Although long considered a rare phenomenon, a recent survey of the literature (Howard 1993) has suggested that the contrary is true: reproductive character displacement appears to be widespread and frequent among animals and plants. The process typically invoked to explain reproductive character displacement is reinforcement, the evolution of prezygotic isolating barriers in zones of overlap and/or hybridization as a response to selection against hybridization (Dobzhansky 1940; Blair 1955; Remington 1968) . Clear demonstrations that reinforcement accounts for reproductive character displacement are rare, however (Butlin & Ritchie 1991; Hewitt 1993) , at least in part because of the numerous criteria that must be satisfied to establish linkage between the pattern and the process (Butlin 1989; Loftus-Hills & Littlejohn 1992; Howard 1993) . Thus, the importance of reinforcement in the evolution of reproductive barriers during speciation events remains an open question, which cannot be satisfactorily answered without more detailed studies of reproductive character displacement.
Studies of singing Orthoptera have played a prominent role in the debate over the significance of reinforcement in moulding reproductive barriers. Walker (1974) pointed out that cases of male calling song displacement were not well documented in the singing Orthoptera. Because male calling song appears to play a critical role in the reproductive isolation of closely related taxa in this group of insects, many evolutionists interpreted the dearth of examples of character displacement as evidence against reinforcement, and Walker's paper was widely cited from that perspective (e.g. Littlejohn 1981; West-Eberhard 1983; Phelan & Baker 1987) . Walker himself was not satisfied with the quality of the available data, however, and he ended his paper with an appeal for further studies. More recently, Otte (1989) reported several cases of male calling song displacement among the sword-tail crickets of the Hawaiian Islands (genus Laupala), and Benedix & Howard (1991) described a case of calling song displacement between the ground crickets Allonemobius fasciatus and A. socius.
Phylogenetically, A. fasciatus and A. socius are sister species (Howard 1983) . They are small, ground-dwelling crickets with largely allopatric ranges that meet in a mosaic hybrid zone stretching from New Jersey to at least Illinois. Allonemobius fasciatus occurs from southeastern Canada to the northeastern and north-central 
